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Sky Technology, in partnership with DYW West Lothian, dressCode and Digital Xtra Fund, have created
a suite of online tutorials to help school pupils achieve a basic knowledge of coding in less than an hour.

The coding tutorials, designed for pupils aged between 7 and 12 years old, were developed at the beginning of
lockdown, to ensure that young people were able to continue accessing resources that supported them to link their
learning to the world of work.

Working with either a physical micro:bit - provided by Digital Xtra Fund- or using a virtual equivalent, pupils
are supported in their coding journey with step by step instructions from an industry expert at Sky.

In addition to the tutorials, pupils also have the opportunity to watch a series of videos made by staff at Sky- covering
topics such as what it's like working at Sky Technology and the variety of pathways there are for young people when
starting a career in IT.
To watch the videos, please click the icon!

One of the schools that has benefitted from the micro:bit coding tutorials is Livingston Village Primary.

LESLEY FRASER, PRINCIPAL TEACHER (ACTING) AT LIVINGSTON VILLAGE
PRIMARY, TELLS US MORE ABOUT THEIR EXPERIENCE:

“The children were all delighted to receive a micro:bit to work with

alongside the tutorials. These tutorials and the associated learning
involve children in understanding and analysing computer
technology and the opportunity to design, build and test computing
solutions. The tutorials enable learners to make links between these
Skills and future career options. They are clear and easy to follow
and allow the children to progress at a pace suitable for them. Our
learners are looking forward to getting creative with their micro:bits”.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znn0IwtX19s&list=PLDfWLeRezAhyeGezobFyexGBZBTLNp8tg

SHONA FINLAYSON, SOFTWARE ENGINEERING TEAM LEAD AT SKY TECHNOLOGY, EXPLAINS WHY THIS
VIRTUAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITY FOR SCHOOLS HAS BEEN CREATED:

66 We recognise our commitment to our wider local community and - in the absence of
being able to do school visits - we are delighted to help prepare young people for the
world of work using videos. In some ways, this gives us a unique opportunity to give

young people a chance to engage with coding and IT careers which could provide
them with new ideas for their future and for our talent pool of the future. 99

TONI SCULLION OF DRESSCODE- A CHARITY FOUNDED WITH THE AIM OF CLOSING THE GENDER GAP IN
COMPUTING SCIENCE - EXPLAINS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE IT INDUSTRY ENGAGING WITH EDUCATION:

66 What makes projects like this so special is that they provide a gateway for
pupils who otherwise would not have the chance to explore the Computing
Science in school. Hearing from industry experts is also crucial! Not only does
it highlight amazing opportunities in Scotland's tech industry, it also shows
real people, real role models who are excited to be working in tech and this
makes the idea more tangible and realistic to young people. Scotland has a
booming tech industry with incredible possibilities in all areas of Computing
Science such as Cyber Security, Data Science, Graphic Design and Software
Development, so projects like this are really important to help bridge the gap
between industry and education. It helps ignite excitement, wonder
and enthusiasm for the subject in young people to ultimately help inspire the

next generation of Scottish Computer Scientists! 99

KRAIG T BROWN, PARTNERSHIPS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER AT DIGITAL"XTRA FUND_TELLS US
MORE ABOUT THE MICRO:BIT AND WHY IT5S KEY FO LEARNING.HOW-T0 CODE:

‘@e micro:bit is a brilliant piece of hardware; it's easy to learn, versatile and small. These
are all key qualities as we look to increasingly engage with young people and their
families from home. Digital Xtra Fund is pleased to be working with our partner Sky as
well as DYW West Lothian and dressCode.org to put micro:bits in the hands of local

young people and help build their skills and confidence with digital technologies. ”

To contact DYW West Lothian please email:  [NFO@DYW-WL.COM

You can also visit our website at: ~ WWW.DYW-WL.COM
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